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TO    THOMAfS    BUTTS

Felpham,

July 6, 1803.
DEAR SIR,

I send you the Riposo, which I hope you will think
my best Picture in many respects. It represents the Holy
Family in Egypt, Guarded in their Repose from those
Fiends, the Egyptian Gods, and tho' not directly taken
from a Poem of Milton's (for till I had designed it
Milton's Poem did not come into my Thoughts), Yet it
is very similar to his Hymn on the Nativity, which you
will find among his smaller Poems, & will read with
great delight. I have given, in the background, a build-
ing, which may be supposed the ruin of a Part of Nim-
rod's tower, which I conjecture to have spread over
many Countries; for he ought to be reckon'd of the
Giant brood.

I have now on the Stocks the following drawings for
you: 1. Jephthab sacrificing his Daughter; 2. Ruth &
her mother in Law & Sister; 3. The three Maries at the
Sepulcher; 4. The Death of Joseph; 5. The Death of the
Virgin Mary; 6. St, Paul Preaching; & 7. The Angel of
the Divine Presence clothing Adam & Eve with Coats of
Skins.

These are all in great forwardness, & I am satisfied
that I improve very much & shall continue to do so
while I live, which is a blessing I can never be too
thankful for both to God & Man,

We look forward every day with pleasure toward our
meeting again in London with those whom we have
learn'd to value by absence no less perhaps than we did
by presence; for recollection often surpasses every thing,